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BABY  BOX IN LATVIA 

A  PLACE  FOR  A  BABY`S  LIFE



LATVIA ON THE MAP OF THE WORLD

• 64 589 km2

• 2 144 763 inhabitants

• ~20 000 newborns 



BACKGROUND

• 2006 - several dead newborns were found in Latvia, some of them had been 
deliberately murdered. 

• The dead infants were discovered in dumpsters, ditches and elevators.



IDEA

• The idea about Baby Box came from the team of pharmaceutical company 
Gedeon Richter Latvia, who had been inspired by their Czech colleagues.



BABY BOX PROJECT GOALS IN LATVIA

• To protect newborns, whose biological parents are about to commit a 
crime against them.

• To create a support network  in  Latvia in order to provide both 
psychological and practical help to parents who for various reasons are 
considering abandoning their babies.

• To encourage parents to reconsider their decision of abandoning their 
child and find another solution for the problem.

• To promote public discussion about the importance of family planning and 
the value of child’s life.



2007 - 2009

Legal research and implementation process:
• Research of legal aspects. Does Latvian legislation allow a Baby Box 

creation?
• Support for the project from the Ombudsman of the Republic of Latvia, 

gynecologists and doctors' associations, etc;
• Agreement with the Children's Clinical University Hospital;
• A research trip to the Czech Republic ;
• Decision to order a Baby Box from Germany;
• Technical implementation;
• Media coverage before opening of Baby Box ;
• Discussions in Ministries.



Romāns Apsītis, Latvian Ombudsman

“The Baby Box project will protect babies` lives and health, thus ensuring 
that the child enjoys the right to life and health care in our country.”

Dr. Dace Rezeberga, President of Latvian Association of Gynaecologists and 
Childbirth Specialists

“We are sure that the Baby Box project will attract public attention not 
only to the subject of abandoned children in Latvia but also the matter of 

ongoing contraception.  

People who choose appropriate contraceptive methods avoid unwanted 
pregnancies.  We very much hope that the Baby Box project will encourage 

the people of Latvia to think responsibly before they act.”







1st  BABY  BOX  -  RIGA
•On 8th September, 2009 the first Baby Box was opened at the Children's Clinical 
University Hospital.



   2009 - 2018



BABY  BOX  IN  LIEPAJA

Opened on 8th October 2010
The station was funded by donations of Latvian Children’s Fund in collaboration with the 

pharmaceutical company Gedeon Richter and Liepaja Hospital Fund



BABY  BOX  IN  DAUGAVPILS

Opened on 28th January 2011
Funding – EU funds



BABY  BOX  IN  VENTSPILS

Opened on 30th September 2011
All funds donated by the co-operation partners



BABY  BOX  IN  REZEKNE

Opened on 3rd May 2012
Funding - EU project



BABY  BOX  IN  MADONA

Opened on 19th October 2012
Fully funded by Peter Avena Charity Foundation "Generation»



BABY  BOX  IN  VALMIERA

Opened on 14th June 2013
The funds were raised in collaboration with LBF, the Municipality and  the pharmaceutical 

company Gedeon Richter



BABY  BOX  IN  JELGAVA

Opened on 29th  August 2014
The funds were raised in collaboration with LBF and company IGATE



DURING  THESE  YEARS 
42 

CHILDREN'S  LIVES 
HAVE BEEN SAVED!

Children are placed in Baby Box approximately 2 to 5 days after birth. 





OPPINIONS ABOUT THE BABY BOX IN 
LATVIA

• In Latvia, we have had a lot of different opinions about the Baby Box project, 
especially in the beginning, but everyone believes that the lives of children must 
be saved!



THE CHURCH

• At the beginning of the project there was a deep conversation with the 
management of Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church and in the end, they 
expressed their support to Baby Box.

• The Church supports policy against abortions, therefore the child should be 
allowed to be born- the Baby Box is the second chance to survive for an 
unwanted child. 



Bishop Pāvils Brūvers, Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church:

“Human life is a gift from God, and none of us has the right to take 
that gift away from anyone else.  

We are all obliged to take care of those who are close to us, 
particularly in terms of those who are least protected.  

Let us pray and hope that the love of parents for their children only 
increases in our country and is never dependent on economic or 

social difficulties, which are always temporary. 

 We must understand that the Baby Box project is not a solution to 
the problems.  Instead, it is an attempt to save the life of a child who 
might die under these circumstances because of the desperation of 

his or her parents.”



MASS MEDIA
• Regular publicity of the project in the national and local newspapers, internet media 

and TV channels. 

• Waves of information in media about Baby Box:
1. Opening;
2. Three month later;
3. First child in the Baby Box;
4. Baby Box – the Word of the Year;
5. Plans to open Baby Boxes in the regions;
6. Child in Baby Box.



HEADLINES 
A few of the press headlines about the opening of the Latvia’s first “Baby 
Box” – a place where a baby’s life can be saved:

•“In a Warm Bed, Not the Garbage.”  

•“Latvia’s First ‘Baby Box’ – a Place for Child’s Life – is Opened.”  

•“Don’t Toss a Baby into the Garbage Can!” 

• “Gedeon Richter and Latvia’s Brightest Minds Won’t Allow Infants to Die.”  

•“Baby Box Seen as Emergency Rescue Plan for Child.” 

• “Always Rescuing Abandoned Infants.”  



WORD OF THE YEAR / 2009

• There was a discussion in the media about what should the name for the 
Baby Box be in Latvian.

• Linguists came up with a new word “glābējsilīte,” which, directly translated, 
means “rescue cradle.”  

• The annual survey conducted by the Rīgas Latvian Association declared this 
to be the Latvian Word of the Year.



POLITICS / 2009

Linda Mūrniece, Latvian Interior minister, Baby Box opening event:

“The places where police officers find newborns are sometimes truly 
awful, and it is a positive thing that there will now be a place to 

leave an infant so as to protect that which is most important – the 
child’s life.”



POLITICS

Organisers of the Baby Box project were invited to a meeting of the 
parliamentary Sub-Committee on the Protection of Children’s Rights.  

Parliamentary sub-commission chairman Jānis Dukšinskis:

“We learned today that the installation of the Baby Box was an 
important and very necessary step. We also concluded, however, 

that government support policies for pregnant women and for 
women with young children are inadequate at this time.”



Hospital

Local governments

Police

Orphan’s Court

Helplines

The Ministry of Welfare , Ministry of Health

BABY BOX COOPERATION  PARTNERS



THE STEP BEFORE THE FIRST STEP

• In order to encourage women to think hard about whether they  really want to 
leave their babys in the Baby Box, there is information posted outside the Baby 
Box about a 24/7 phone line where psychological and practical assistance can 
be found. 

•  Specialists will help to find immediate solutions, and they will offer both 
practical and moral support.



STEP  BY  STEP - 1
•When a child is placed in the Baby Box and the door is closed, an audio and visual (a 
red flashing light) signal is received at the nursing station in the hospital.  

•If the door is not properly closed, a hydraulic system automatically closes it 
completely.

•When the Baby Box door is closed, it cannot be reopened from outside until the 
nurses remove the block.  

•After the alarm is sounded, medical personnel arrive at the Baby Box bed in one to 
two minutes. 



STEP  BY  STEP - 2
•The infant is given all the necessary medical care.

•Reports are filed with the Orphan`s Court and the police.

•Usually child stays in Hospital for 1 week to asure the health conditions.



STEP  BY  STEP - 3
The child is granted the status of foundling, which allows to begin the adoption 

process immediately if:

• The child left in the Baby Box is not pronounced missing;

• His or her parents are unknown;

• The child is not injured;

• There is no information about his or her identity.



ADOPTION KEW 
IS HELD BY

THE MINISTRY OF WELFARE! 



STEP  BY  STEP - 4
• Pre-adoption period in family – 6 months.

• Biological parents can return and claim their child, wich had been left in the Baby 
Box within six months from the date of the placement — during this period the 
baby is not formally adopted. 

• Orphan’s Court decides wether or not the child’s gong back to his/her biological 
parents.



WHO ARE PARENTS?

• The process is absolutely anonymous, so it is practically impossible to tell 
who are the parents by just looking at the infant. 

• We know (or we think that we know) the biological parents just for some of 
the cases. 

• Mostly babies are dressed very carefully and signs of violence are never 
seen.

• There has been a child dressed in very good brand clothes.

• Unfortunately it is very difficult to determine the parents' profile, but it is 
clear that poverty and social disadvantage is not always the case.





FIRST MEMORY BOX

• Every child who has been placed in a Baby Box is given a so called first memory box 
containing all the items testifying about his/her origins as much as possible (e.g. 
baby clothing, notes, toys etc.)

• The medical personnel fills out a special card which provides information about the 
child’s weight and height, the date and time of placement, as well as the name of 
the doctor on duty.      

• In the first memory box the new parents will find a letter explaining if and when to 
talk with the child about the Baby Box.          



ANONYMOUS TRACKING SYSTEM
• In 2015 a unified anonymous tracking system that retains data about the Baby Box 

children in order to ease their effort to discover their biological parents was created.                                                                                                              

• Partners -  the Ministry of Welfare and the Ministry of Health.



CHALLANGES AND PROBLEMS

• Questions about the future of the project.

• Lack of finansial support:
• For solving technical problems;
• For reestablisment of Baby Box doors etc;
• For informative materials, Memory box etc. 



PLANS FOR THE FUTURE

• Local conference and workshops for Baby Box cooperation partners, mass 
media and institutions/ 2018.

• Reopening of Jelgava`s Baby Box on June/ 2018.

• Maintanance of the Baby Boxe`s.

• …



AND AGAIN – WHY? 



“EVEN THE LIFE OF ONE 
CHILD WOULD BE 

WORTH THE EFFORT”. 
Because LOVE is the main thing every child needs and deserves! 



Edīte Kaņepāja - Vanaga
Project director 
E-mail:  edite@divigani.lv                                
Phone: +371 29 433 750

Laura Zvirbule
Project director 
E-mail:  laura@divigani.lv                                
Phone: +371 29205454

Website: www.babybox.lv



THANK  YOU!


