BABY BOXIN LATVIA
A PLACE FOR A BABY 'S LIFEWEEEERECEE




LATVIAONTHE MAP OF THE WORLD

64, 589 km> Latvia

2 144 763 inhabitants

L

~20 000 newborns



BACKGROUND

2006 - several dead newborns were found in Latvia, some of them had been
deliberately murdered.

The dead infants were discovered in dumpsters, ditches and elevators.



IDEA

The idea about Baby Box came from the team of pharmaceutical company
Gedeon Richter Latvia, who had been inspired by their Czech colleagues.
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GEDEON RICHTER



BABY BOX PROJECT GOALS IN LATVIA

- To protect newborns, whose biological parents are about to commit a
crime against them.

- To create a support network in Latvia in order to provide both
psychological and practical help to parents who for various reasons are
considering abandoning their babies.

- To encourage parents to reconsider their decision of abandoning their
child and find another solution for the problem.

- To promote public discussion about the importance of family planning and
the value of child’s life.




2007 - 2009

Legal research and implementation process:

Research of legal aspects. Does Latvian legislation allow a Baby Box
creation?

Support for the project from the Ombudsman of the Republic of Latvia,
gynecologists and doctors' associations, etc;

Agreement with the Children's Clinical University Hospital;
A research trip to the Czech Republic;

Decision to order a Baby Box from Germany;

Technical implementation;

Media coverage before opening of Baby Box;

Discussions in Ministries.



Romans Apsitis, Latvian Ombudsman

"“The Baby Box project will protect babies " lives and health, thus ensuring
that the child enjoys the right to life and health care in our country.”

Dr. Dace Rezeberga, President of Latvian Association of Gynaecologists and
Childbirth Specialists

"We are sure that the Baby Box project will attract public attention not
only to the subject of abandoned children in Latvia but also the matter of
ongoing contraception.

People who choose appropriate contraceptive methods avoid unwanted
pregnancies. We very much hope that the Baby Box project will encourage
the people of Latvia to think responsibly before they act.”
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ATBALSTA VESTULE.
Par socialo projektu ,.Baby Box™

“Tiesthsargs ir iepazinies ar socidd projekta Baby Box" aprakstu, ki
paredz inkubatora izveidi un novietodanu ple Rigss pilset Jzemdibu nan
béma tiestbu uz dzivibu un veselibu aizsardzibal, un vErte Sadu iniciath
atznigh.

Masu informicijas Hdzekjos ir lzskan@usi informci
bErniem atkritomy tvert pirus telpBs un cilBs vietds, adajadi apdraudot ge
berna veseltby, gan drivibu Larvils nav piejami stadistikes dati par atras
bamy skaity, ki arf pastav feubas, val preventiviis darbibas 3o hEn
aizsardzibat tiek veikeas pietiekama apméri.

RBérni Ir viena ne sabiediibas mazaizsargitaiam grupdm, kuru tiesit
nodroinasanal it jiplevird Tpafa uzmaniba, Bema veselibas un daivib
as veicindsana it viens no sofiem béma tiesthu efekiival alzsavdzib
TadS] ir svarigi tam pievérst sabiediibas uzmanibu un stiprin
meldnismu, lai pasargitu ikviena blma deivib un vesell.

Vigna no Tlesibsarga priorititém ir béma tiesibu nodrodinisan
[zvErtgjot sociald projekin Baby Box™ apraksta sniegto informicii, k3 ¢
iepazistotics ar projekes lesaistflis ekspertes Solvitas Otsenas sntegto vEriERm
wn informaciin por cily valste praksh, atbalstu socldlo projekin Baby Box
Tpasu uzmantbu vilos vErst uz neplecieSamibu vientaicTpd iespEiai atstat maz
bma veselthai un dzivibal atbilstolos apstaklos, nodrodindt beéma mal
informacijs par psihologiskas palidzibas un abildize lestaZu palidzib
satemanas iespéidm, lai pEce lespdias veicinatu berna tiesthas uzaugt gimer
Tstenaiot projektu, tikiu pasargita berna dziviba un veseliba, dejadi nodrodin
hima tiesibas uz dzavibu un veselibu alzsard/Abu misu valsth.

fesaistor projekid vals if sekiora
parstivius, tiek veicinBla starpinstituciondia sadarbiba, k4 e privati wn
publiskd sekiora partneriba. Projekis bim arl licfigha tespiia pavneriem
priviitaja sektora pagugstindt savy sociilo atbilditm,
Tiestbaargs ir gandarils par projekty Baby Box” 4, atbalsta to un
cer uz velksmigu realizacljy, kas bty ne iegbdfjums berme veselibas un
dzivibas aizsardzibi, kas i bitisk: jupa sask:

Tiestbsargs aicina a® chus iospd
ieinteresetiby ulr atsaucihu secifli projekta Baby Bo
atbalsta atbifstodi saval Kompetencel un tes
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Atbalsts projektam ,Baby box”

lepazistoties ar projekta Baby box” ideju, Latvijas Ginekologu un dzemdibu
specilistu asocidcija pauz atbalstu 3 Tstenosanai Latvija. Sada veida projekti nav jaunums - jau
kops 2000 gada inkubatori ir ieviesti vairakas valstis visa pasaule, t.sk. Belgija. Austrija
acija, ltlija, Cehija, Slovakija, Japana u.c. Ta pieméram, Vacija Sobrid darbojas vairak ka 70
Baby box” vietas
Gada laika Latvija piedzimst vairak ka 23000 bermu un més biitu priecigi, ja ikviens
1o tiem biitu gaidits un niflets, bet diemzel ta tas nav. Nav noslépums, ka Latvija ik gadu ir vairaki
Us. izmesto bermu” gadijumi, kas parsvard ir letali. Misu valsti nav konkrétu statistikas datu par
gadijumiem, jo netick veikta ipasa uzskaite.

Apzinamies, ka 3is
par 1@ nepieciesamibu. Bet Saj
projekta Tstenosanai. Latvija nav pozitiv
gadu tiek atrasti videji 2-3 mirusi zidaini, nelielaja Latvija ar mediju pafidzibu zinamo g
vismaz 2 reizes vairak

Ka rada pieredze pasaule.
Kops .Baby Box™ uzstadisanas Hambu
vismaz 5 bemi katru gadu

projekts ir samazinajis atrasto miruso bérnu skaitu
gadu laika ir atrasti 3 mirusi jaundzimusie, fidz tam

kuri var palidze jas, pirms bérnam ir nodarits pari. Ir dazadi medicrniski. psihologiski
emocionali, psihiski u.c. faktori, kas mudina sievieti atstat savu bemu. Latvijas valsts social
v konkrétu mehanismu, ka iespgjams ateikties no nevélama bérna, atdodot to valsts
a5 to neizmanto, kaut nay
gatavas uznemties mates ripes, apstaklu sakritibas dé| vipas izvélas veikt kriminli sodamu
noziegumu. Dieml sieviete, kura pienémusi lemumu atbrivoties no bérna, to izdaris un, talab
_Baby box” ir pedéja iespeja atturét no 3, kriminali sodama, nozieguma veiksanas. Protams,
feteikums ir pi il inkubatora izvietot informaciju ar koordinatem. kur
versties dazadas krizes situdcijas, tad iespgjams, mudinot sievieti meklet citu risinajumu
problemai

Esam parliecinati, ka istenojot projektu Baby box", sabiedriba tiks aktualizéta ne
tikai atstato bernu, bet arf regularas kontracepcijas téma. Izveloties piemérotas kontracepcijas
metodes, tiek novérstas nevelamas gritniecibas. Mes ceram, ka projekts Baby box” Latvijas
sabiedribu mudins aizdomaties par atbildigu ricibu

Lai Tstenotu projektu ,Baby box” nepieciesams valsts institiciju un pasvaldibas
atbalsts, talab ceram, ka kompanijas Gedeon Richter iniciativa tiks atbalstita un ari Latvija tiks
Tstenots sociali atbildigs projeks, ar mérki - glabt bernu dzivibas

Latvijas Ginekologu un dzep
Dr. Dace Rezeberga
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Badigi stasti, kas stasta par atkritumos vai citds nepiemérotas vietds
pamestiem un mirusiem zidainiem, ir zinami visa pasaulé, jau gadsimtiem
ilgi. Ari Latvija katru gadu tiek atrasti vairaki §adi pamesti zidaini.
Projekts ,Baby box” tiek realizéts ar mérki piedavat risindjumu Sai
aktudlajai probl&mai. Projekta ietvaros ir apkopota pasaules pieredze un
analizéta zidaipu pame3anas gadijumi Latvija. Projekta ietvaros ir veikta
LR tiestbu aktu analize, kuras iss parskats ir apkopots $aja raksta.

Lai analizétu LR tiesisko situdciju, tick pemti véra ,Baby box”
idejas galvenie principi: anonims zidainis tiek ievietots speciali izveidota
inkubatora gadijumos, ja mate anonimi atsakés no bérna audzinasanas. Ar
51 specidld inkubatora palidzibu béms tiek nodots mediku un citu valsts
institGciju apripé. Atsakoties no bémna, méte ir piekritusi bema adopcijai.

LR tiesibu normas tiesi $adu dzives gadijumu neregulg, bet dzivé ir
Iidzigi gadijumi, kuru risindsanai tiek izmantotas speka esoas tiesibu
normas. Pieméram, nereti dzemdibu nodala iestajas sieviete, kura
neuzrida dokumentus, nosauc neesosas personas datus, bet neilgi péc
dzemdibam atstaj jaundzimuso dzemdibu nodala un pati aizb8g. Faktiski
jaundzimudais ir atstits mediku apriipé, bet mate ar savu ricibu ir
attiekusies no béra audzinaSanas. Sajos gadijumos mediki bérnu uzskata
par atradeni, bet mati neviens ipasi nemeklé. Tatad tie bérni, kas varétu
tikt ievietoti ,,Baby box”, tiesiska zina biitu salidzinima situdcija ar
bémiem, kurus mates pamet dzemdibu nodalas.

Saskana ar Bému tiestbu deklaracijas 2. principu: ,Bémam ar
likumu un citiem lidzek]iem janodrogina Tpasa aizsardziba, ka ari jarada
iesp&jas un labvéligi apstakli veseligai un normalai fiziskai, intelektualai,
tikumiskai, garigai un socialai attistibai brivibas un ciepas apstakjos.
Pienemot §ai noluka likumus, galvenajam jabiit bérna intercsu vislabakas
nodro§inasanas apsvérumam.” ,Baby box” ievieSana dotu iesp&ju
nodroinat 3aja principd norddito nepiecieSamo aizsardzibas sistdmu

zidainiem tajos gadijumos, kad mate nav spgjiga audzinat un uzturdt
bérnu.

Saskapa ar Civilstavok|a aktu likuma 27. panta noteikto bérns, kas
ir atstats un kura vecaki nav zinami, ir atradenis. Tétad bérns, kas tiktu
izpemts no ,Baby box”, biitu atradenis. Sis likuma pants nosaka, ka par
beérmna atraianas faktu ir japazigo vietgjam policijas iecirknim, kas veic
nepiecietamo izzigu. Savukdrt drstniecibas iestadei ir pienakums sniegt
zinas par varbiitéjo béma dzim$anas laiku un vietu, bet pasvaldibai jadod
bémam vards un uzvards un japazino par to dzimtsarakstu nodalai.
Minéto normu interpretgjot, jinoskaidro, kadus faktus, veicot izzigu,
policijas iecirknim biitu janoskaidro, ja beémns tiktu ievietots Baby box”.

No kriminaltiesibu viedok|a ir jaapskata vairaki Kriminallikuma
panti, konkrgti, 141., 170, 171, 174. pants. Lai iestatos atbildiba par
%ajos pantos noteiktiem noziedzigajiem nodarfjumiem, ir jakonstaté visas
to pazimes. Nemot véra ipado ,,Baby box” sistemu, nebiitu iespgjams, ka
barns ir atstits bez palidzibas vai mate biitu |aunpratigi izvairjjusies no
uzturéianas. Tapat nebiitu iespgjams konstatgt, ka Saja gadijuma butu
aizbildpa tiesibu aunpritiga izmantolana  vai cietsirdiba  pret
nepilngadigo.

Ta ka Cilvilstavok]a aktu likums nosaka, ka b&ma dzim3anas laiks
un vieta ir janosaka Arstniecibas iestadei, tad butu ieteicams, ka ,,Baby
box” tiktu izvietots arstniecibas iestades teritorija. Tapat svarigi botu, lai
bernam tiktu veikta veselibas parbaude un sniegta arstésana, ja tada bitu
nepieciefama. PEc b&ma vecuma un veselibas stavokla noteikSanas
bérnam bitu janodro§ina aprilpe specializétajas zidainu apripes jestades.
Nemot véra to, ka arstniecibas iestides nenodarbojas ar zidhinu apriipi,
bet bérna tiesibu un interefu aizstavibu veic Bariptiesas, turpmaka bérna
tiesibu realizé%ana biitu janodrodina Barintiesai saskana ar Bariptiesu
likuma noteikto, sadarbiba ar valsts un pasvaldibu iestadem.

Baby box” sistémas ievieSanai Latvija tiesiski Skersli nepastav.

Sadas sistémas ieviesana ir nepiecieSama, lai uzlabotu neaizsargato
mazulu tiesibas uz dzivibu un attistibu.
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pbabybox

A Place for a Baby s Life




1st BABY BOX - RIGA

-On 8th September, 2009 the first Baby Box was opened at the Children's Clinical
University Hospital.




2009 - 2018

Madona '.




BABY BOX IN LIEPAJA

Opened on 8th October 2010

The station was funded by donations of Latvian Children’s Fund in collaboration with the
pharmaceutical company Gedeon Richter and Liepaja Hospital Fund




BABY BOX IN DAUGAVPILS

Opened on 28th January 2011
Funding — EU funds




BABY BOX IN VENTSPILS

Opened on 30th September 2011
All funds donated by the co-operation partners




BABY BOX IN REZEKNE

Opened on 3rd May 2012
Funding - EU project




BABY BOX IN MADONA

Opened on 19th October 2012
Fully funded by Peter Avena Charity Foundation "Generation»




BABY BOX IN VALMIERA

Opened on 14th June 2013

The funds were raised in collaboration with LBF, the Municipality and the pharmaceutical
company Gedeon Richter




BABY BOX IN JELGAVA

Opened on 2gth August 2014
The funds were raised in collaboration with LBF and company IGATE




DURING THESE YEARS

42
CHILDREN'S LIVES
HAVE BEEN SAVED!

Children are placed in Baby Box approximately 2 to 5 days after birth.



BABY BOX CHILDREN
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OPPINIONS ABOUT THE BABY BOXIN
LATVIA

In Latvia, we have had a lot of different opinions about the Baby Box project,

especially in the beginning, but everyone believes that the lives of children must
be saved!



THE CHURCH

At the beginning of the project there was a deep conversation with the
management of Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church and in the end, they
expressed their support to Baby Box.

The Church supports policy against abortions, therefore the child should be
allowed to be born- the Baby Box is the second chance to survive for an
unwanted child.



Bishop Pavils Brivers, Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church:

"Human life is a gift from God, and none of us has the right to take
that gift away from anyone else.

We are all obliged to take care of those who are close to us,
particularly in terms of those who are least protected.

Let us pray and hope that the love of parents for their children only
increases in our country and is never dependent on economic or
social difficulties, which are always temporary.

We must understand that the Baby Box project is not a solution to
the problems. Instead, it is an attempt to save the life of a child who
might die under these circumstances because of the desperation of
his or her parents.”



MASS MEDIA

Regular publicity of the project in the national and local newspapers, internet media
and TV channels.

Waves of information in media about Baby Box:
Opening;
Three month later;
First child in the Baby Box;
Baby Box — the Word of the Year;

Plans to open Baby Boxes in the regions;
Child in Baby Box.



HEADLINES

A few of the press headlines about the opening of the Latvia’s first "Baby
Box” — a place where a baby’s life can be saved:

“In a Warm Bed, Not the Garbage.”

“"Latvia’s First '‘Baby Box’— a Place for Child’s Life — is Opened.”

"Don‘t Toss a Baby into the Garbage Can!”

"Gedeon Richter and Latvia’s Brightest Minds Won’t Allow Infants to Die.”
"Baby Box Seen as Emergency Rescue Plan for Child.”

"Always Rescuing Abandoned Infants.”



WORD OF THEYEAR [/ 2009

There was a discussion in the media about what should the name for the
Baby Box be in Latvian.

Linguists came up with a new word “glabgjsilite,” which, directly translated,
means “rescue cradle.”

The annual survey conducted by the Rigas Latvian Association declared this
to be the Latvian Word of the Year.



POLITICS / 2009

Linda MuUrniece, Latvian Interior minister, Baby Box opening event:

"“The places where police officers find newborns are sometimes truly
awful, and it is a positive thing that there will now be a place to

leave an infant so as to protect that which is most important — the
child’s life.”



POLITICS

Organisers of the Baby Box project were invited to a meeting of the
parliamentary Sub-Committee on the Protection of Children’s Rights.

Parliamentary sub-commission chairman Janis Duksinskis:

"We learned today that the installation of the Baby Box was an
important and very necessary step. We also concluded, however,

that government support policies for pregnant women and for
women with young children are inadequate at this time.”



BABY BOX COOPERATION PARTNERS

‘ Local governments

‘ Police
‘ Orphan’s Court
‘ Helplines

‘ The Ministry of Welfare , Ministry of Health




THE STEP BEFORE THE FIRST STEP

In order to encourage women to think hard about whether they really want to
leave their babys in the Baby Box, there is information posted outside the Baby

Box about a 24/7 phone line where psychological and practical assistance can
be found.

Specialists will help to find immediate solutions, and they will offer both
practical and moral support.



STEP BY STEP -1

When a child is placed in the Baby Box and the door is closed, an audio and visual (a
red flashing light) signal is received at the nursing station in the hospital.

If the door is not properly closed, a hydraulic system automatically closes it
completely.

When the Baby Box door is closed, it cannot be reopened from outside until the
nurses remove the block.

After the alarm is sounded, medical personnel arrive at the Baby Box bed in one to
two minutes.



STEP BY STEP -2

The infant is given all the necessary medical care.
Reports are filed with the Orphan's Court and the police.

Usually child stays in Hospital for 1 week to asure the health conditions.



STEP BY STEP -3

The child is granted the status of foundling, which allows to begin the adoption
process immediately if:

The child left in the Baby Box is not pronounced missing;
His or her parents are unknown;
The child is not injured;

There is no information about his or her identity.



ADOPTION KEW
IS HELD BY
THE MINISTRY OF WELFARE!



STEP BY STEP - 4

Pre-adoption period in family — 6 months.

Biological parents can return and claim their child, wich had been left in the Baby
Box within six months from the date of the placement — during this period the
baby is not formally adopted.

Orphan’s Court decides wether or not the child’s gong back to his/her biological
parents.



WHO ARE PARENTS?

The process is absolutely anonymous, so it is practically impossible to tell
who are the parents by just looking at the infant.

We know (or we think that we know) the biological parents just for some of
the cases.

Mostly babies are dressed very carefully and signs of violence are never
seen.

There has been a child dressed in very good brand clothes.

Unfortunately it is very difficult to determine the parents' profile, but it is
clear that poverty and social disadvantage is not always the case.



WHERE IS BABY BOX CHILDREN NOW?

m New family
m Biological family




FIRST MEMORY BOX

- Every child who has been placed in a Baby Box is given a so called first memory box
containing all the items testifying about his/her origins as much as possible (e.g.
baby clothing, notes, toys etc.)

» The medical personnel fills out a special card which provides information about the
child’s weight and height, the date and time of placement, as well as the name of
the doctor on duty.

- In the first memory box the new parents will find a letter explaining if and when to
talk with the child about the Baby Box.



ANONYMOUS TRACKING SYSTEM

In 2015 a unified anonymous tracking system that retains data about the Baby Box
children in order to ease their effort to discover their biological parents was created.

Partners - the Ministry of Welfare and the Ministry of Health.



CHALLANGES AND PROBLEMS

Questions about the future of the project.

Lack of finansial support:
For solving technical problems;

For reestablisment of Baby Box doors etc;
For informative materials, Memory box etc.



PLANS FORTHE FUTURE

Local conference and workshops for Baby Box cooperation partners, mass
media and institutions/ 2018.

Reopening of Jelgava s Baby Box on June/ 2018.

Maintanance of the Baby Boxe 's.



AND AGAIN - WHY?



"EVEN THE LIFE OF ONE
CHILD WOULD BE
WORTH THE EFFORT".

Because LOVE is the main thing every child needs and deserves!



Edite Kanepaja - Vanaga
Project director

E-mail: edite@divigani.lv
Phone: +371 29 433 750

Laura Zvirbule
Project director

E-mail: laura@divigani.lv
Phone: +371 29205454

Website: www.babybox.lv




THANK YOU!




